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AGRICULTURAL REPORT. 
From 20th December, 1811,fe January 20ti, 1812. 

Since the last report the weather has generally been milder than is usual for the season, 
and has afforded a favourable opportunity to those who were disposed to embrace it, of 
putting forward the necessary work of ploughing for spring crops, and several farmers 
have already nearly accomplished the tillage of their grounds, yet it is to be regretted 
that a great majority of the occupiers of land have scarcely commenced that necessary- 
part of their labour, and will, as it often happens, in wet seasons, subject themselves to 
the trouble and inconvenience of performing a great deal of ploughing in a short space 
•f time, and perhaps at the very time they ought to be sowing their grain. 

Grain of every kind has considerably advanced in price this month, and will probably be 
higher. Oat-meal is selling in many parts of the country so high as lront 27 to 29 shillings 
per hundred, and potatoes appear to be so scarce in several districts as to sell from 
7d. to 9d. per stone. 

Beef and mutton are likely to be high during the spring, the failure of the potato 
«;rop has prevented the smaller farmers, who do not sow turnips, from feeding 
cattle, and the supply of the markets will therefore depend principally on the stock ia 
the hands of the larger farmer. 

Flax continues to be in demand, and the prices will consequently keep up : it is ge- 
nerally believed that the stock of that necessary article in the country is small and 
that the price will rather advance. 

In the probable scarcity of potatoes, it is strongly recommended to scoop the set 
out of the potato, to be laid up for seed. The remainder of the potatoes thus preserved 
will serve as a useful addition to the stock for eating, without injuring the potatoes, if 
they are used the same day, otherwise they may be injured by the action of the iron 
of the scoop or knife blackening the potatoes. The set* thus taken out, may be kept safely 
for several weeks, till they are wanted for planting. In the scarcity of 1801, the 
scooped seed was found to answer very well, and produced a most abundant crop. If 
this plan were generally v adopted, a considerable saving might be effected, and an impor- 
tant addition made to the stock of this useful article of food. The sooner efforts are 
nade to economize, the saving will be greater. 



NATURALIST'S REPORT. 

From December 20, 1811, to January 20, 1812. 
Dec. 26, Owing to the mildness of the weather, the Garden Marigold (Calendula offici- 
nalis) continues flowering. 
Jan. S, Common Wren (Motacilla Trogledetes) singing. 

16, Robin (Motacilla Rubecula), Common Wren, and Wood Lark (Alauda Ar- 
borea), tinging. 

17, Hedge Sparrow (Motacilla modularis) singing. 

18, Snowdrops (Galanthus Nivalis) two or three inches above ground. 



METEOROLOGICAL REPORT. 

From December 20, 1811, to January 20, 1312. 

Bee. 21—26, Fine days, frosty nights. 

27—28, Snow and Rain. 

29 SO, Fine days, with frost. 

3^ Thaw, with light showers. 

Jan. 1,.... Dark day, with some light showers. 

2, .Fine. 

3 Frosty, with a thick fog. 

4 Thaw, with somesnow. 

$ t Fine day, snow and frost. 

C, Dark day, thawing, trifling showers. 

7, Frosty morning, dark day, thawing. 



